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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF  
PROPERTY OWNED BY THE 

CITY OF ANDERSON, SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
  

I.     STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 
In order to promote experiential commercial activity within the Central Business District (CBD), 
the City of Anderson is requesting proposals for development of the Anderson Parking Garage 
Amenity Deck.  The property is located at South McDuffie and East Market Street and serves as 
multilevel parking garage with space for lease on the top level.   
 
The manner in which the site is developed must be consistent with the City’s adopted master 
plans, redevelopment plans and must meet certain criteria as to the use of these properties.  
 
This RFP contains a description of the properties, description of the goals, and criteria set by the 
City of Anderson for these properties, and additional information about the sites. 
 
 
II.     THE PROPERTY 
 
The City of Anderson has built a 7 level, 305-space parking garage on McDuffie Street featuring 
space for lease on the top level.  The rooftop amenity has been identified as an opportune site to 
include open space, seating, a focal public area, and restaurant and/or bar venue space in a 
modernized rooftop setting.  The property includes 1,434 square feet for lease, with an additional 
4,714 square feet (including 1,277 square feet under a covered roof) of outdoor space available 
for use as part of an encroachment agreement with the City.  
 
The City has prepared interior finish plans for the leasable space (depicted in the renderings 
included in this package). Unless otherwise specified in the proposal, it will be assumed that the 
interior finishes will not deviate from the prepared plans.  
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III. GOALS FOR DEVELOPING THE SITE

Development of this space shall accomplish the following City goals: 

Create a Unique Downtown Experience: The project should enhance the activity base of the 
Central Business District (CDB) in a way that generates activity for downtown, capitalizing on 
the proximity of Downtown hotels and event venues. The City will partner with the operator of 
the amenity space to help create a unique public/private space that will add to Downtown 
Anderson’s appeal.  

Ensure Design Quality and Compatibility: The site is located at a visible location in Downtown 
Anderson.  Appropriate urban design techniques and materials should be employed to ensure that 
the development is compatible with the historic fabric of the Central Business District (CBD).  

Support the vision of Shock this Block: a site-specific downtown master plan branded in 
reference to the iconic moniker “The Electric City.” The plan serves as a roadmap to ensure 
strategic growth by forecasting development opportunities within seven major “shock blocks” 
throughout downtown.   The public engagement process included a wide variety of thoughts and 
ideas for how Downtown Anderson should develop; however, common themes and ideas began 
to form, especially in regard to the types of uses needed and ways to activate downtown.  The 
themes and ideas that emerged from the public participation process formed the basis for the 
recommendations and overall vision in the master plan.  A key desired activity was a rooftop 
venue that would enliven Downtown Anderson’s urban living appeal and provide a unique 
amenity in the downtown experience. 

IV. CRITERIA FOR THE PROPERTIES

General eligibility criteria: 

Proposals should carefully consider the surrounding context of the property and market it will 
serve. Proposed property uses should include one or more of the following: 

• Restaurant or bar establishment which encourages activation and vibrancy with outdoor
seating, dining tables, providing site amenities for informal activities and gathering; or

• Other uses as may be determined by the City of Anderson which meet certain criteria and
as are identified more specifically according to the adopted master plans and/or
redevelopment plans.

V. INCENTIVES

Economic development incentives and/or development packaging may be offered, provided the 
use meets certain criteria. The City of Anderson will partner with the successful applicant to 
select complementary outdoor furnishings. 
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VI. SELECTION

Proposals for the up-fit and operation of this space will be evaluated according to the following 
criteria: 

• The proposed use of the space;
• The proposed lease terms;
• The proposed up-fit design, terms, and responsibility (lessee or City);
• The extent to which the proposal satisfies a desired or unique niche in the

marketplace and helps diversify the economy of the city.
• The increase in tax/fee revenues that may result from the proposal.
• The extent to which additional direct or indirect public costs to the city would be

necessary.
• The demonstrated capacity of the operator/investor to finance, market, manage and

package this project including the ability to secure tenants.
• The operator/investor’s demonstrated readiness and ability to proceed on the project,

including time schedules reasonably described.

VII. GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Proprietary/Confidential Information 
The offerors are asked for any restrictions on the use of data contained in their responses and told 
that proprietary information will be handled in accordance with applicable law, regulations and 
policy of the City.  All proprietary/confidential information must be clearly marked as 
“Proprietary/Confidential”. 

Background Check 
The City reserves the right to conduct a background inquiry of each developer which may 
include the collection of appropriate criminal history information, contractual business associates 
and practices, employment histories and reputation in the business community.  By submitting 
qualifications to the City, the developer consents to such an inquiry and agrees to make available 
to the City such books and records as the City deems necessary to conduct the inquiry. 

Determination of Responsibility 
The City may make such investigation as it deems necessary to determine the ability of a 
developer to provide full performance as outlined in the qualifications.  The developer will 
furnish to the City all such information and data for this purpose as the City may request.  The 
City reserves the right to reject any developer if the evidence submitted by or investigation of 
such developer fails to satisfy the City that such developer is properly qualified to carry out the 
obligations of a Contract. 
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Rights Reserved by City 
The City reserves the right to amend its evaluation criteria as the City, in its sole discretion, shall 
determine appropriate, and to utilize, as needed, an independent review team.  A review and 
evaluation of the responses contained in the previous section will serve as a basis of selection of 
the Developer or Developers judged best suited to meet the City’s goals for the site.  Those 
deemed best suited then may be asked to submit a more detailed proposal. 
 
The City reserves the right to reject any or all submittals; to waive any informality or irregularity 
not affected by law; to evaluate, in its absolute discretion, the qualifications submitted. The City 
may, at its option, interview Developers as part of this selection process.  However, selection 
may take place without such interviews.  Therefore, proposals should be complete as initially 
submitted.  
 
VIII.     SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
The deadline to submit proposals is 5pm on Monday, July 19, 2021.  Responses to this 
Request for Proposals shall include the following: 
 
1. Letter of Interest – Include a letter stating the proposer’s interest in the project, including an 

identified use, lease terms, and upfit terms for the space.  Offers should include the proposed 
lease rate and the assumptions made to justify the rate.  

2. Project Summary and Timeframe – Provide a written description of the proposed 
development.  Additional graphics may be included as visual aids.  The project summary 
should describe in sufficient detail the concept of the ideal development for the space, overall 
scope of the project, timeframe within which the proposed project would be started and 
completed, and any other relevant information.  The timeframe should demonstrate the 
developer’s readiness and ability to proceed on the project with time schedules reasonably 
described. 

3. Qualifications and Experience – Provide a list of parties involved in the project and an 
overview of their experience, including a list of previously completed projects comparable in 
size and scope. 

4. Financial Responsibility - Demonstrate the capacity of the developer to finance the 
development of property including the ability to secure tenants, if needed. Details of the 
proposed upfit and the party responsible for the upfit (lessee or the City) shall also be 
included. 

 
Proposals and questions should be submitted electronically to: 

Brittney Gamble 
Economic Development Project Manager 
City of Anderson  
102 North Murray Avenue  
Anderson, SC  29625 
Phone (864) 420-6614 | Email: bgamble@cityofandersonsc.com  
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